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EDITORIAL
The TASC Supplement – International Recommendations for
Management of Peripheral Arterial Disease
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Department of Vascular Surgery RK, Rigshospitalet 3111, Blegdamsvej 9, DK-2100, Copenhagen, Denmark
Enclosed with this issue of the European Journal of Vascular to promote a uniformly high level of medical care in
and Endovascular Surgery you will find an extensive con- different institutions and countries. These re-
sensus document created by the Trans-Atlantic Inter- commendations aim to define and set out an optimal
Society Consensus (TASC) working group on man- scenario for the individual patient. Although they may
agement of peripheral arterial disease. It has been de- not be achieved everywhere, setting out ideal aims and,
veloped under the chairmanship of J. Dormandy and R. B. on some occasions, minimum acceptable levels will even-
Rutherford, with working group members appointed by, tually improve quality.
and representing, recognised scientific societies. The document may also prove helpful in reducing the
Based on the Second European Consensus Document number of ineffective or even injurious regimens and
on critical leg ischaemia, published in 1991, the TASC procedures. In addition, these statements, together with
working group started in 1996, with the clinical scope of (primarily) the Cochrane Collaboration, will facilitate and
the work being extended to include the management of promote the process of moving towards evidence-based
patients with all degrees of atherosclerotic lower limb medicine. Obviously there should be room for individual
ischaemia. The geographical focus has been expanded on management and clinical experience, but the document
a trans-Atlantic and societal basis. The latter is par- emphasises the need to seek evidence when it exists –
ticularly important: to gain wide acceptance, a consensus taking into account that the evidence may be of variable
document should be developed by recognised inter- strength.
national societies rather than emanating from a group of The TASC consensus document is an excellent tool for
individuals. the clinician, who, in dealing every day with individual
This document differs from most consensus reports in patients with symptoms of peripheral arterial disease,
extent, thoroughness, and authority. The long list of may lose sight of the broader picture. The document will
practical recommendations has been complemented with serve as a valuable resource to be consulted when needed.
considerations on a number of critical issues, i.e. topics Any contributor to the literature on vascular diseases
of uncertainty or controversy due to absence of sufficient will find this information most useful, as a background
data. for their own research and articles. Those responsible
The main reason to develop this type of international for teaching will find a wealth of useful material. The
consensus document is the need to analyse the found- recommendations are based on thorough and detailed
ations and components of current practice scientifically, analysis of the available literature, and all of the major
and to translate this academical exercise into practical European and North American reports have been ref-
guidelines for clinicians. Analysis of current practice, erenced. Thus, the document permits an update of the
nationally as well as internationally, reveals a marked literature, which makes it of value also to those North
variation in the management of individual patients with Americans who may miss the European literature.
identifical conditions. Differences in disease prevalence Like graft patency, consensus is time-dependent, and
and economical or technical restrictions constitute legit- the working group is to be commended for the decision
imate explanations for such variation. However, ig- to continue the work. In addition, Schering AG should be
norance, tradition and enthusiasm, driven by research praised for their continued support through educational
activity, money, or other obscure motives also contribute grants.
to the variation in management. An international con-
Torben V. Schroedersensus document containing widely accepted and ac-
knowledged standards of management and care will help Editor-in-Chief
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